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Do you use clickers or another polling system 

in your library instruction classes?

A. Yes

B. I used to, but have discontinued the practice.

C. I plan to start soon. 

D. No



Do you use LibGuides or something similar 

to build course or subject guides?

A. Yes

B. No



In the 2008 presidential election who did you 

vote for? 

A. John McCain

B. Barack Obama

C. Snoopy

D. Someone else

E. I did not vote



The strikes against me
 Strike 1: Large class

 Strike 2: No research assignment

 Strike 3: Not so fast . . .



Goals
I always try to 

 Engage students through 

their involvement and my 

enthusiasm

 Emphasize relevance and 

transferability

 Teach a few database 

search tips

This structure lets me

 Familiarize students with 

Research Guides@Tufts

 Enable students to reflect 

on their skills by quizzing 

themselves



The framework
 7 Powerpoint slides connected to iClickers

 Slides are quiz topics described on Research Guide 

and demonstrated via database searches

 Tools at my disposal

 LibGuides

 Psychology guide 

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/psychology

 iClickers

 Databases

 My training

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/psychology


In-class Quiz Questions
1.What is the best search strategy?

2.What do you do if your search results in too few 

results?

3.What do you do if your search results in too many 

results?

4.How do you find text of articles?

5.Where do you start your research?

6.What databases do you recommend to your friends?

7.What is your confidence level after this presentation? 



Question 2
What do you do if your search results in too few results?

A. Remove a word or phrase. 

B. Use a wildcard to account for variant spellings.

C. Add synonyms, connected with OR. 

D. All of the above.

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/psychology

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/psychology




Student Feedback In-class iClicker Responses

 Best search strategy? 34% = correct

 How to handle too few results? 68% = correct

 How to handle too many results? 70% = correct

 How do you find text of articles? 47% = correct

 Where do you start research? 70% = Wikipedia 

 Databases recommended to friends? No single best answer

 Confidence after presentation? 62% more confident



Student Feedback  Post-session Evaluation

•ñThe powerpoint wasn't necessary. The presentation 

would have been much shorter and much more 

interesting if she just told us the things we needed to 

know instead of having us do the "quiz" and asking why 

we answered certain ways.ò

•ñI learned that a website was created for the paper I am 

writing. I will most certainly use that.ò

•ñVery helpful presentation and I loved the use of Iclicker.ò

•ñThe * trick is so neat.ò (multiple comments along this 

line)



My final questions
•Are the quick switches between interfaces detrimental to 

student learning? 

•How do iclickers impact student engagement?

•What methods might be more effective for student 

reflection of their research skills? 


