CREATING AND IMPLEMENTING A NURSING INFORMATION LITERACY PROGRAM AT TRCC

Abstract

Nursing faculty and the reference/instruction librarian collaborated at creating and implementing a Nursing Information Literacy Program at Three Rivers Community College.

Three Rivers Community College, with a student population of approximately 3000 students, is located in a rural area of southeastern Connecticut with limited access to educational and research institutions and resources. 

The Associate Degree in Nursing Program prepares students to enter the profession as registered nurses. Our nursing students are aged from 19 to 52, the average age being 31. Mostly women, with multiple life responsibilities, they have not been in school for a number of years, have contact with information technology for the first time, and need to be reoriented to academia.

Addressing this student population specific information needs, the Nursing Information Literacy Program aims at educating students to use core print and online nursing information resources, to construct information search strategies and to select effective search methods and techniques, to critically evaluate information and use it ethically, efficiently, and responsibly.

The Nursing Information Literacy Program has three components: information literacy activities (physical and online library tours and nursing and medical-related database search demonstrations), the Nursing Information Gateway web site (faculty/librarian targeted print and online information resources, research guides, and citation style guides), and information competencies designed progressively for each level of instruction and course.

The multidimensional assessment of the program for the introductory courses in the first year of study revealed the usefulness of the program for the majority of students. 

Most of the students were very satisfied and satisfied with the library activities, used the Nursing Information Gateway for research and completing their projects, and obtained grades of B and higher for their course assignments.

The results of the evaluation will be used to improve the existing program for the first year of study and create and implement a nursing information literacy program for additional upper-level nursing courses.

