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LSC 150 – Library Skills and Resources started in 1995 as just a presentation style class and then became more hands on when we got computers in the classroom the following year.  It is a one credit pass/fail class.  We teach three sections of the class during the fall and spring semesters. One of those sections is online which Emily will be talking about more in depth shortly. Usually the classes have approximately 15 students and are a mixture of freshman, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. It can fill a student’s general education requirement, so students with any major can take the class. Often 1/3 – ½ of the students are seniors who take it because they need one more credit to graduate. Most of them claim that they wished they had taken the class when they were freshman. Unfortunately we do not have enough staff and classroom space to teach it to all incoming freshman.
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Each LSC150 instructor has his or her own style of teaching and there are slight differences with the lesson plans, but for the most part we cover the same things. Lessons may be altered slightly depending on the needs and interests of the students. Some of the topics covered in class are:

· A detailed tour of the library

· How to use the online catalog at and advanced level

·  How to do Bibliographic Citations

· A basic understanding of call numbers and the LOC classification system

· Basic Reference Sources

· How to use several of the databases at an advanced level (Academic Search Premier, Lexis Nexis, New York Times, maybe PsycInfo or ERIC depending on the students’ majors or interests.)

· Searching the web and evaluating the websites and other sources

· Plagiarism

· The last few semesters one of my colleagues also has been teaching students about RSS.

Slide 4
As far as any kind of assessments or assignments, we start out with a pretest during the first class just to see how much the students know or don’t know and then we give them assignments every week which allow them practice the skills and resources they were in class. We also usually give them a mid term exam and a final exam or project.  
Slide 5

 I use the course management software WebCT Vista to post homework assignments, lecture notes and grades. It makes it easier for students if they miss a class. Next semester I will  also be using Web CT Vista with a few sections of a three credit History research class to show them how to use some subject specific databases and the online catalog via online tutorials made with Macromedia Captivate software. They will be given short quizzes to reinforce what they’ve learned. The quizzes will be graded online thorough WebCT-Vista

 Emily uses Web CT Vista to teach her entire class online.  I will now turn it over to her so she can tell you more about that…
