Special Collections Mission: Prese vation, Access,and Curricular
Relevance

The long-range goa of Special Collectionsisto create an archive of digital
assés from which the entire College community can extract images, texts,
manusaipts and audio and video objects in responseto their curricular, research,
or administrative needs.

In 2003, CONTENTdm was sdected as the product that best provided a solution
to the broad range of challenges emerging from the need to manage the
electronic resources generated by digitization projects at Middlebury. Creating
an online digital archive has provided presevation and accesssdutions, as well
as awareness of the curricular relevance of primary source materialsin Special
Collections.

Preservation

- Reduces handling of origind materials by researchers

- Allows close examination of materialsimpossible to the naked eye

- Convanient, searcheble storage of digital files

- Allows cross-searching of collections

- Provides digital images for usein online exhibits, digital surrogdes for usein
exhibits, aswell as digital resources for use in class pages, and college
publications

Access
- Provides online access to materiasin all formats
- Linksto material throughseveral points of access: OPAC, MC Digital
Initiatives page, and Specia Collections page

Curri cular Rdevance
- Informs faculty of primary saurce holdings that can be built into their
courses and online resources
- Collaboration with faculty provides guidance in sdection of materias
for future digitization
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Andrew M. Wenink, Curabr of Special Collections

Liaison Program

Instituted in 2003, the Liaison Program isan LIS (Library & Information
Services) outreach initiative, which designates a librarian and a technology
specialistas LIS representatives for each academic department.

Liaison responsibilities include:

. Library Collection Development

. Research Classes & Assstance

. Research Consultations

. LIS Updates for Faculty

- Support for Web pages, Segue, digitization, & other technology projects

Liaisons work with faculty in planning projects involving the library and/or,
including the development of new curricular resaurces. In order to provide
research and technological support, as needed, liaisans keep informed of
curricular developments within academic departments, The American Studies
Web Museum is the most successiul example in the humanities of the Liaison
Program at work.
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Decentering Digital History

- Historians typically usedigital resaurces to clarify coursepolicies, broaden
students' exposure to primary documents, and enhance in-classdisausson.

- Mostdo not realize the posshilities digital history affordsto promote
students' assetive engagement with the past

- The American Studies Web Museum involves students in creating digital
history resources, thereby fostering a more collaborative, non-hierarchical
clasgoom environment.

- The Academic Liaisan Program adds to the collaborative dynamic of the
courseby enlisting research librarians and educational technologists directly
in classoom instruction.

Technological learning
- Most students have little or no experience using Dreamweaver, Adobe
Photoshop, and related educational technologies prior to the course
- An educational technologist provides weekly instruction in relevant
sdftware programs.

- Students acquire technological proficiency through hands-on digitization
and website creation.

Holly M. Allen, Assistant Professor of Amerit&udies

Information Technology and Humanities Ped

Conventional humanities pedagogy is hierarchical and teacher-centered.
Collaborative practices are minimal.

Information technology affords opportunities for collaborative, student-centered
learning:

- Allows for awider range of interpersanal interactions
- Enhances non-hierarchical classioom atmosphere

- Allowsfor anon-linear, fluid, and open approach to producing knowledge
collaboratively

digitization intem in Middlebu
SpecialCollections. Currertly, A
asists Special Collections Curatar Andy
Wertink in converting WebMuseun digital
images(such asthe "Eulogy for Colonel
TrumanB. Rarnsom") into CONTENTdm.

This page from “The Diary of Frarcis Paire” exhibit ill ustrates
studerts’ historical insightfulness and rapdly accuiredtechical
skills. The diary, written by a Vermont schoolteacter in the 1840s,
is part of the Rare Books and Maruscripts Collection in Special
Collections.

Benefits of the Web

Instructors of cultural history
engender student enthusiasmfor the
This coursecombines the study of ninett
and other archival materials with instruction i
other educational technologies. By requiring studen
tasks of digitizing and transaibing documents and organ
interpretive websites, the courseadds a collaborative dimensi
seen in the humanities classioom. The pleasure students takein |
technol ogies extends to their work with rare and challenging nineteenth-
century documents. They gain a new enthusiasmfor America's cultural past
while helping to preseave rare documents. The sometimes tedious work of
transaiption becomes enjoyable when collaboratively undertaken. Students
take pride in their completed web projects and are gratified that their efforts
will benefit alarge audience as part of the American Studies Web Museum.



